The expanding influence of computed tomography and the application of computer-guided implantology.
Implant dentistry is changing. There are currently two types of computed tomogrophy (CT) scanners--multi-slice and cone beam--available to the dental professional. Computed tomography allows for proactive planning among the entire implant team and with the patient, a concept referred to as "collaborative accountability" In addition, CT surgical guidance that enhances accuracy and precision is available to ensure prosthetic outcomes. A logical and progressive approach is outlined that allows each clinician to assess how to embrace this paradigm shift in his or her clinical practice, and provide better and safer patient care.